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This E-mail, along with any attachments, is considered confidential and may well be legally privileged. If you have 
received it in error, you are on notice of its status. Please notify us immediately by reply e-mail and then delete this 
message from your system. Please do not copy it or use it for any purposes, or disclose its contents to any other 
person. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA   
             
COUNTY OF CARVER    
 
In Re: Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson, 
    
              Decedent.  

  
DISTRICT COURT 

   FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
               PROBATE DIVISION 
 
           Court File No. 10-PR-16-46 
 

NOTICE OF DEPOSITION 
OF TROY CARTER 

 
 

 

TO: Comerica Bank & Trust, N.A., in its capacity as personal representative (the 
“Personal Representative”) for the estate of Prince Rogers Nelson (the “Estate”) 
and its counsel, Fredrikson & Byron, P.A., 200 South Sixth Street, Suite 4000, 
Minneapolis, MN, 55402-1425.    

 
 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Rule 30.02 of the Minnesota Rules of 

Civil Procedure, Petitioners Roc Nation LLC (“Roc Nation”), Aspiro AB (“Aspiro”), 

WiMP Music AS (“WiMP”) and Project Panther, Ltd. (“Project Panther,” collectively 

with WiMP, Aspiro and Roc Nation, “Petitioners”), by and through their attorneys, will 

take the deposition by oral examination of Troy Carter in connection with the above-

referenced matter, on June 1, 2017, 9:30 a.m. CST, at the offices of Mason & Helmers, 

332 Minnesota Street, Suite W-3070, St. Paul, Minnesota, 55101, or at another date and 

time mutually agreed upon by the parties.  The deposition will be taken by and before a 

notary public or another officer authorized to administer oaths and will continue day to 

day thereafter until the same shall be completed.  You are hereby notified, pursuant to 

Rule 30.02(b) of the Minnesota Rules of Civil Procedure, that the deposition will be 

taken by stenographic means and recorded by audio and video electronic recording.  
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 The Deponent is commanded to produce to Petitioners two weeks prior to the 

deposition the documents as described in Exhibit A, attached hereto, regarding the above-

referenced case.  

Dated:  April 26, 2017  
 
           /s/ Rodney J. Mason 

  Rodney J. Mason, #68378 
 Kirstin E. Helmers, #0388124 
 MASON & HELMERS  
 332 Minnesota Street, Suite W-3070 
 St. Paul, MN 55101 
 651-224-5343 
 651-224-5711 fax 
 rmason@rodneyjmason.com 
 khelmers@rodneyjmason.com  
       
 Attorneys for Petitioners 
 
       
 In association with: 
 
 Jordan W. Siev 
 Christopher P. Hoffman 
 REED SMITH LLP 
 599 Lexington Avenue 
 New York, NY 10022 
 212-521-5400 
 jsiev@reedsmith.com  

choffman@reedsmith.com 
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EXHIBIT A 

1. Any and all documents concerning Petitioners including, but not limited to, documents 
pertaining to Petitioners’ rights to exploit the musical assets of Prince Rogers Nelson through 
digital streaming and Petitioners’ rights to use Mr. Nelson’s name and/or likeness in 
connection with the promotion, advertising or marketing of such musical works for digital 
streaming. 
 

2. Any and all documents and communications concerning the identification or scope of Your 
role, capacity and/or responsibilities with the Estate, and actual or potential compensation by 
the Estate, including any agreements governing such role, capacity, responsibilities, and/or 
actual or potential compensation. 
 

3. Any and all documents or communications to or from You concerning (a) Petitioners, or (b) 
Petitioners’ rights in connection with the Musical Works including, but not limited to, any 
documents obtained from the Personal Representatives that were produced to the Personal 
Representative by any of Petitioners.     
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May 3, 2017 

Jordan W. Siev  
Christopher Hoffman 
Reed Smith  
599 Lexington Avenue, 22nd Floor  
New York, NY 10022  
jsiev@reedsmith.com 

Via Email 
 
 

 
Re: In re Prince Rogers Nelson, Court File No. 10-PR-16-46  
 
Dear Jordan and Chris: 
 
I write about the Notice of Deposition of Troy Carter you emailed on April 26.  In the Notice, 
you purport to require Mr. Carter to produce documents and appear for a deposition on June 1st.   

We exchanged emails regarding Mr. Carter’s work with the Estate on April 11th.  The emails we 
exchanged on that date address two subjects.  First, we assured you that we understand our 
obligations under the protective order and are complying with them.  We have not provided Mr. 
Carter with any information or documents involving your clients.  Second, we responded to your 
request for information regarding Mr. Carter’s work with the Estate, and the manner in which he 
is compensated.  We explained at that time that the Estate engaged Mr. Carter as an 
entertainment industry adviser, and that the specific work he is doing and compensation 
arrangements are confidential.   

You apparently noticed Mr. Carter’s deposition in an effort to question Mr. Carter about the 
same two subjects we addressed in our exchange of emails.  The request for production of 
documents included in the Notice purports to require production of the following materials:  

 1. Any and all documents concerning Petitioners, including, but not limited to, 
documents pertaining to Petitioners’ rights to exploit the musical assets of Prince Rogers Nelson 
through digital streaming and Petitioners’ rights to use Mr. Nelson’s name and/or likeness in 
connection with the promotion, advertising, or marketing of such musical works for digital 
streaming.   
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As we already explained, Mr. Carter is not involved in this dispute and does not have documents 
or information relating to Petitioners or their claims.   

 2. Any and all documents and communications concerning the identification or 
scope of Your role, capacity and/or responsibilities with the Estate, and actual or potential 
compensation by the Estate, including any agreements governing such role, capacity, 
responsibilities, and/or actual or potential compensation. 

As we already explained, your request for these materials is inappropriate.  Mr. Carter has been 
engaged as an expert to provide services unrelated to this dispute.  The documents you are 
requesting are irrelevant, and are also protected from discovery under the work product doctrine.   

 3. Any and all documents or communications to or from You concerning (a) 
Petitioners, or (b) Petitioners’ rights in connection with the Musical Works including, but not 
limited to, any documents obtained from the Personal Representatives [sic] that were produced 
to the Personal Representative by any of Petitioners.   

Mr. Carter does not have any documents or information relating to Petitioners or the claims 
Petitioners have made.  

We respectfully request that you reconsider the Notice and accompanying request that Mr. Carter 
produce documents.  If you decide to proceed with the deposition, we intend to object and 
instruct Mr. Carter not to answer questions regarding the work he is doing for the Estate as an 
entertainment advisor based on the work product doctrine.  And it makes little sense to convene a 
deposition so that Mr. Carter can tell you that he has not received any materials relating to your 
clients.   

If you nevertheless decide to depose Mr. Carter, you will need to compel his attendance through 
a subpoena.  The Notice you served has no legal effect.  We are authorized to accept service of a 
subpoena to Mr. Carter, but would appreciate it if you would communicate with us in advance to 
agree on a date and time that works for everyone.  

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Lora M. Friedemann 
 
Lora M. Friedemann 
Direct Dial:  612.492.7185 
Email:  lfriedemann@fredlaw.com 
 
cc: Troy Carter 
 
61292855_1.docx 
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